EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
The West African Farmer Based Organizations and Producers Network (ROPPA) and HUB Rural of are seeking for Three (3) consultants for the design of the « Institutional strengthening for the implementation of ECOWAS Agricultural Policy (ECOWAP)” sub-program :  
1. Two (2) consultants for the determination of a funding mechanism 
a. An economist, agroeconomist or specialist in finance with a solid experience in the creation and management of regional fund of rural and agricultural development. The consultant will have to conduct :
· A study for the creation of the fund through : the Analysis of the relevance and opportunity of creation of funds and other systems in relation to various needs and rural and agricultural development regional funding systems ; ii) Proposals of mandate, funding sources  and modalities of functioning ; iii) Description of processes of creation including of funding and refunding ; iv) Proposals of alternative funding mechanisms of PRIA while waiting for the effective setting up of the aforesaid funds. 

· Study on funding modalities of the agricultural sector at the national level through i) the synthesis of proposals stemming from national processes ; ii) the review of public expenditure for the agricultural and rural sector and an analysis of their efficiency for a sustainable agricultural growth ; iii) the analysis of macro-economic framework related to funding of agriculture; iv) Proposals of converging measures to take within ECOWAS for public expenditure of the agricultural sector 

b. An economist, agro-economist, or specialist in finance to define innovative funding mechanisms incentive enough for the transformation and modernization the family farm ; i twill consist in doing :
· The inventory of fixtures of the offer and demand of funding of agricultural producers and other private actors of the agricultural sector. What are the types of actual funding needs of private actors of agriculture? What is the solvable demand? Quelle est la demande solvable? Is the present funding offer enough, regular, efficient and sustainable for the modernization of farms and the improvement of the productivity and competitiveness of sectors? 
· The census and analysis of funding practices: how are the existing funding mechanisms and financial products responding (or not responding) to these needs? Do financial products (loans, support and grants) respond to the expectations of farmers, needs of modernization of the agriculture and development of a regional market of local agricultural products? Do these financial products respond to the diversity and complexity of agricultural funding needs? And are they accessible to the majority of farmers? 

· Innovative proposals for funding of the modernization of the agricultural farm.  
2. One  (1) Consultants for the design of an operational capacity building program 
a. A specialist of gender issues for the design of a capacity building plan for the consideration of gender approach and youth in the implementation of agricultural policies: orientations, strategies, measures and operational programs. Strategy of youth mobilization in the agriculture and design of training programs and incitation of youth to settle in their agricultural sector
The timeframe for execution for the design of the program cannot exceed three (3) months. The duration of the consultation is at most two months. 

Expressions of interest should be sent to the following email address: roseme@unops.org  roppa@roppa-ao.org or submitted at the Secretariat of the Technical Execution Unit of ROPPA latest on March 4, 2009 before 6.pm CET with the mention: PRIA Expression of Interest.
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